Conference Journalist Brief
See www.grig3.org for conference information 
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About GRI 

The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), the global voluntary framework for sustainability reporting, is holding a major conference October 4-6 in Amsterdam. More than 100 speakers from business, civil society, labor and government, from developed and developing countries, will join executives from around the world – including board members, CEOs, COOs and CFOs – who are leaders in sustainable development. See http://www.grig3.org/speakers.html
GRI will launch the new G3 Guidelines on Thursday Oct 5. The new G3 Guidelines make reporting simpler, are better harmonized with the UN Global Compact and other tools, and make GRI reports more useful for investors and analysts, focusing on corporate governance. 

Already nearly 1000 organizations report using GRI, including corporations like Microsoft, Nike, Gap and Novartis. The G3 Guidelines represent three years of input from thousands of stakeholders across the corporate and NGO realms. 
Media and Communications Schedule

	

	

	Day 
	Event or story
	Media Release


	Media Conference
	Media Advisory and Conference Update

	Week 2  18-22/9

	
	Business risk of climate change
	Edelman USA, Canada and France

GRI and network


	No
	Conference Update

· GRI and network

Media Alert

· GRI and network



	Week 1  25-29/9

	
	
	GRI, Telefonica and CECA – Spain 
	26/9 

GRI Chief Executive, Ernst Ligteringen, in Barcelona
	Conference Update

· GRI and network

Media Alert

· GRI and network

· Edelman USA, Canada France



	Conference Week



	Day 
	Event or story
	Media Release


	Media Conference
	Media Advisory and Conference Update

	Mon 2/10
	
	No
	No
	Media Advisory

· GRI and network

· GRI to USA, Canada, France

	Tue 3/10
	GRI Media Conference – In Dutch, NL Sponsors, OS and Media
	Yes
	YES
	No

	Tue 3/10
	1000th GRI Reporter 


	Yes

	No
	No

	Wed 4/10
	Climate change and financial impact - G3 EC2 indicator 


	GRI and KPMG
	No
	No

	Wed 4/10
	Microcredit and GRI 

Future Now Forum
	GRI and Triodos


	No
	No

	Wed 4/10
	Equator Principles Embed GRI

Future Now Forum
	GRI and ABN Amro
	No
	No

	Wed 4/10
	Carbon Disclosure Project 5 

Future Now Forum 


	GRI, CDP (and Innovest?)
	No


	No

	Thu 5/10  
	Launch of the new G3 Guidelines 

Plenary - launch at 1200


	GRI and G3C
	No


	No

	
	Article: Holland Herald (KLM)
	No
	No
	

	Thu 5/10 

1230 - 1315
	CSR and Regulation - UNEP &  KPMG Report  

	GRI, UNEP, KPMG


	No
	No

	Thu 5/10


	GRI Media Conference - Business call for reporting 
– International Media with telephone dial-in 

	Yes
	YES
	No

	Thu 5/10
	NGOs adopt GRI reporting 

Announcement two months ago – re-release updated version of old MR.
	GRI story TBC


	No
	No

	Fri 6/10
	Global Compact – GRI harmonization and call for action 

Launch of new GRI-GC tool (GRI: Damir, UNGC: Gavin)
	GRI and UNGC 


	No
	No

	Fri 6/10
	First UN GRI reporter (UNEP)

Link to Leadership Track “Public Agencies” 1100-1230.  May do jointly with “Amsterdam Sustainability Report”. 


	GRI, UNEP


	No
	No

	
	Transparency in the Supply Chain Project Joint GRI-GTZ project
	GRI, GTZ and Otto, …
	
	

	Fri 6/10  
	Amsterdam Sustainability Report

Link to Leadership Track “Public Agencies” 1100-1230.  May do jointly with “First UN GRI Reporter”.
	GRI and City of Amsterdam


	No
	No

	Post Conference Week

	
	· Conference highlights 

· Quotes

· Key messages

· Advertise Post Conference Report
	Yes 
	No
	Conference Update

· GRI and network

Media Alert

· GRI and network

· Edelman USA, Canada France




Media Conferences

Tuesday 3 October 1100, GRI Office, Keizersgracht 209, Amsterdam, Netherlands.

· Peter Blom, CEO Triodos, and leading sustainable development advocate

· Sandrijn Weites, Senior Vice President, Sustainability Strategy & Reporting, ABN AMRO Bank 

· Ricardo Santos Azevedo, Executive Manager, Health, Security and the Environment, Petrobras, Brazil 

· Dr. Judy Henderson, Board Chair, Global Reporting Initiative; and 

· Ernst Ligteringen, Chief Executive, Global Reporting Initiative

Thursday 5 October

1600 local CET (1500 GMT, 1000 ET USA and Canada), Okura Hotel, Ferdinand Bolstraat 333, Amsterdam.  

Journalists can dial-in to the conference by telephone. Dial +31 20 531 5846, reference code 500 2066 

Leading business speakers will say the time has come for ALL businesses to report their sustainability and to use the GRI Guidelines. Speakers will include:


· Sir Mark Moody-Stuart, Chairman, Anglo American, former Chair Shell;
· Sean Harrigan, former President CALPERS; 
· Mervyn King, Institute of Directors, King 2 corporate governance standard;
· Dr. Judy Henderson, Board Chair, Global Reporting Initiative; and
· Ernst Ligteringen, Chief Executive, Global Reporting Initiative.

Media Interviews with Speakers and VIPs

GRI Board members and conference speakers are available for interview by journalists from NL and international media.  

Media requests to interview speakers should be directed as follows:

- International media – Andrew Coogan, coogan@globalreporting.org
- Netherlands media – Johan Wempe, wempe@globalreporting.org
GRI will coordinate media interviews.  Where journalist approach HCCC members directly and arrange interviews with your own executives, please inform GRI of this so that coverage can be monitored, and leveraged where possible.

The full list of conference speakers is at http://www.grig3.org/speakers.html
The GRI Board list is at http://www.globalreporting.org/about/06BOD.asp
Key Ideas and Messages
Sound Bite - Short 

 
"Protecting the environment and our children's future means that ALL businesses must report their sustainability - GRI is the way to do that."

Sound Bite 

"The Global Reporting Initiative is about making business sustainable, and preserving our children's future.  Sustainability reporting must become as common place as financial reporting.  We need to see ALL businesses reporting their sustainability, and GRI is the democratic global framework for them to do that."
Primary Key Message - Short

· Senior business leaders say the time has come for ALL businesses to report their sustainability and use the G3 Guidelines.  
Primary Key Message - Detail

· Senior business leaders say the time has come for ALL businesses to report their sustainability and use the G3 Guidelines. Leaders including:

- Sir Mark Moody-Stuart, Chairman, Anglo American, former Chair Shell; 
- Sean Harrigan, former President CALPERS; 
- Mervyn King, Institute of Directors, King 2 corporate governance standard; 


say there is a clear business case for their use.  They say sustainability reporting on economic, environmental, and social performance must become as routine and comparable as financial reporting.

The G3 Guidelines are the global framework for sustainability reporting.  They are a tool for business change that can underpin a new role for business in society.  We call upon all businesses to use the G3 Guidelines and play their part in securing our sustainable future.

Other Key Messages

· Reporting on economic, environmental, and social performance – sustainability reporting – must become as routine and comparable as financial reporting.


· The G3 Guidelines are the global framework for reporting on economic, environmental, and social performance and are fundamental to sustainability.

· The G3 Guidelines are robust, tried and proven, and have global legitimacy.  After three years of dedicated development by stakeholders from business, labor and civil society, there are around 1000 GRI reporting organizations globally.  

- 69 % of - S&P 100 companies are GRI reporters.  
- 60% of DJSI World companies are GRI reporters.  

GRI is democratic and the guidelines align with the UN Global Compact.  The choice for business non-financial reporting is clear: GRI’s Guidelines are the global standard. 

· The choice for business sustainability reporting is now clear: GRI’s G3 Guidelines are multi-stakeholder, tried and proven, integrate with the UN Global Compact, and are the only global framework.  Use them.

· There is a clear business case for sustainable development and sustainability reporting which:

- reduces risk
- reduces the cost of capital 
- helps attracting and retaining customers and staff
- helps engage stakeholders 
- creates new business opportunities

· Beyond enlightened self interest there is a moral imperative to act.  The combined effect of global warming, water and energy shortages, HIV-AIDS and other disease, poverty and hunger are likely to have dire consequences for all people everywhere unless we move toward sustainability now.  Sustainability reporting is fundamental to achieving that economic and social transition.


· The Global Reporting Initiative is about making business sustainable, and preserving our children's future.  Sustainability reporting must become as common place as financial reporting.  We need to see ALL businesses reporting their sustainability, and GRI is the democratic global framework for them to do that.

· Protecting the environment and our children's future means that ALL businesses must report their sustainability - GRI is the way to do that.
New G3 Guidelines Messages

· The new G3 Guidelines make reporting simpler, are better harmonized with the UN Global Compact and make GRI reports more useful for investors and analysts.  

· The new G3 brings corporate governance into sharp focus.  Especially useful for investors is the new high level Strategy and Analysis section, which discloses the approach to sustainability management, and the Disclosure of Management Approach, which shows how policies, procedures and goals affect issue management and performance.

· The new G3 Guidelines are better harmonized with the UN Global Compact.  The UNGC Communication on Progress can take the form of a G3 report.  G3 reports satisfy the UNGC disclosure requests on Commitment, Systems, Action and Performance.  

· The new G3 has simplified reporting by reducing the number of indicators from 97 to 79, and explaining report compilation methodology.

· The new G3 makes it easier for readers to see how much of the SRI reporting framework a reporter has used.  Reporters can now easily self-declare their application levels.  This easy to use system gives readers clarity about reporting intentions.

What’s New in the G3 Guidelines


The top six changes in the G3 Guidelines make reporting simpler, better harmonize the GRI with the UN Global Compact and make GRI reports more useful for investors and analysts.  The Specific changes are:

1. Principles.  
New concise definitions and practical self–tests make the principles tools that can help reporters decide what to report and how to report it.

2. Strategy and Analysis 
This is a new high level disclosure that encourages reporting on the approach to sustainability management. This new section is especially useful for investors and sets the context for the rest of the report.

3. Disclosure of Management Approach
Sets the context for understanding performance by understanding how issues are managed.  Includes disclosure of policies, procedure and goals.

4. Indicators
There are fewer Indicators (79 instead of 97) and they are more performance oriented.  Very few topics have been added but examples include gender, equity and local market presence.

5. Protocols
Each indicator now comes with concise guidance on how to report ion it.  The protocols also define words used in the indicators and their explanations, and explain the compilation methodology.  

6. Application Levels
Reporters can now easily self-declare how much of the SRI reporting framework they have used.  This easy to use system will be welcomed by first time and experienced report makers alike, and give readers clarity about reporting intentions.

About the Conference
Leading speakers from global business and civil society:

· Al Gore, former Vice President USA, Chairman Generation Investment Management
· Achim Steiner, Executive Director UNEP

· Margot Wallström, Vice President European Commission 

· Sir Mark Moody-Stuart, Chairman of Anglo American and GRI board member

· Gerd Leipold, Executive Director, Greenpeace International
· Stuart Hart, Samuel Johnson Professor, Cornell University
· Björn Stigson, President, World Business Council for Sustainable Development 

· Hugh Y. Scott-Barrett, Chief Financial Officer, ABN AMRO
· Jeremy Hobbs, Executive Director, Oxfam International
· Richard Edelman, Edelman, USA 

· Gerard Kleisterlee, CEO Royal Philips Electronics
· Mervyn King, First Vice President, Institute of Directors, South Africa

· Ricardo Young, President of the Board of Directors, Instituto Ethos, Brazil

· N. Singh, Deputy Managing Director, Corporate Services, Tata Steel, India

· Ricky Fukada, Chair, Keidanren - Council for Better Corporate Citizenship, Japan 

· Dan Gagnier, Senior Vice President, Alcan, Canada


See http://www.grig3.org/speakers.html for a full speaker list.

Plenary sessions – high profile speakers tackling key questions
What do you know about your sustainability impact?  The opening plenary on Thursday will help you find out.  Thursday’s second plenary asks how sustainability reporting can enhance trust.  The closing plenary on Friday looks to the future, with Al Gore, Margot Wallström and other keynote speakers posing the crucial question of our time: what is the future of sustainability?
Leadership tracks focused on key issues 
These address key questions such as: what is the business case and global best practice?  How are emerging and capital markets handling sustainability reporting?  How does reporting underpin corporate governance, supply chain management, and the license to operate?  How does reporting support SMEs and public agencies?  What are the main norms and standards; and what’s new in the G3 Guidelines?  Space for leadership tracks is limited so please REGISTER NOW at http://www.grig3.org/index.html
G3 Guidelines Launch
The new G3 Guidelines make reporting simpler, are better harmonized with the UN Global Compact and make GRI reports more useful for investors and analysts.  They bring corporate governance into sharp focus.  Especially useful for investors is the new high level Strategy and Analysis section, which discloses the approach to sustainability management, and the Disclosure of Management Approach, which shows how policies, procedures and goals affect issue management and performance.  G3 harmonization means the UN Global Compact Communication on Progress can take the form of a G3 report.  G3 reports satisfy the UNGC disclosure requests on Commitment, Systems, Action and Performance.  Don’t miss the launch of the new G3 Guidelines at the GRI Conference on Thursday 5 October in the morning plenary session.  See also http://www.globalreporting.org/guidelines/06g3oct06.asp
Technology Fair
Integrated technology tools that streamline sustainability reporting are the way of the future and are being embedded in management reporting systems. Tech Fair presenters include SAP, Credit 360, Enablon, Hyperion, Proventia, Plan-A and Technidata.  Sustainability reporting technology developers from around the world will showcase integrated technology tools and advise visitors on how to use them to best effect within their own organizations.  Free for all conference participants, the Tech Fair is located at the Okura Hotel, the main conference venue.  Tech Fair booths will be open to visitors throughout the conference.  Some Tech Fair developers will also give presentations on topics relating to the future of sustainability reporting.  See http://www.grig3.org/techfair.html
Translation services - French and Spanish
Simultaneous real time translation of all conference sessions into Spanish and French is confirmed. Keen interest from Spanish and French speakers will further accelerate registration over the final three weeks
Future Now Forums 
12 forums on microfinance, public agency reporting, carbon disclosure, Equator Principles, assurance, the Earth Charter, financing sustainable energy and many other topics.  All forums are free to conference delegates, and being held on Wednesday 4 October between 14:00 and 17:00 at the Hotel Okura (the main conference venue).  For more information see http://www.grig3.org/futureforums.html
Current Issues and Newsworthy Stories

1. Senior business people and investors are calling for business generally to report their sustainability using the guidelines.  GRI already has significant penetration:

- S&P 100 - 69 % of companies are GRI reporters
- DJSI World - 60% of companies are GRI reporters

Investors and business leaders are calling for ALL businesses to report their sustainability and use the G3 Guidelines.  The USA investor network INCR has written to all S&P 500 companies asking them to report using the GRI.  This investor network includes some of the world’s biggest pension funds, such as CALPERS.


2. Reporting on social, environmental and broader economic performance – sustainability reporting – should be as routine as financial reporting.

3. What is new in the G3?  How the G3 improves sustainability reporting.
4. Corporate Governance is current a key issue – GRI’s narrative reporting especially supports better transparency and corporate governance. 
5. Shareholder resolutions.  Many shareholders – especially in the USA - are calling for companies to report using GRI’s Guidelines, which give shareholders much better transparency about what is going on inside their companies. 
6. There is a clear business case for sustainability, especially because of risk management – this is no longer mainly a moral appeal but also a commercial appeal for action.
7. Climate change.  GRI reporting will underpin the economic change  necessary to achieve widespread sustainable development.
8. Reporting harmonization (reporting fatigue) - the new G3 is simpler and easier to use, and harmonized with other tools – especially the UN Global Compact.  GRI is the one global framework that can satisfy many reporting requirements.
What’s New in the G3 Guidelines


The top six changes in the G3 Guidelines make reporting simpler, better harmonize the GRI with the UN Global Compact and make GRI reports more useful for investors and analysts.  The Specific changes are:

1. Principles.  
New concise definitions and practical self–tests make the principles tools that can help reporters decide what to report and how to report it.

2. Strategy and Analysis 
This is a new high level disclosure that encourages reporting on the approach to sustainability management. This new section is especially useful for investors and sets the context for the rest of the report.

3. Disclosure of Management Approach
Sets the context for understanding performance by understanding how issues are managed.  Includes disclosure of policies, procedure and goals.

4. Indicators
There are fewer Indicators (79 instead of 97) and they are more performance oriented.  Very few topics have been added but examples include gender, equity and local market presence.

5. Protocols
Each indicator now comes with concise guidance on how to report ion it.  The protocols also define words used in the indicators and their explanations, and explain the compilation methodology.  

6. Application Levels
Reporters can now easily self-declare how much of the SRI reporting framework they have used.  This easy to use system will be welcomed by first time and experienced report makers alike, and give readers clarity about reporting intentions.

